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WELCOME BACK TO A NEW YEAR!

Welcome Back! Thope
your summer has been en-
joyable, and you found
some time to relax and re-
juvenate. We couldn’t be
happier to have you here,
and are looking forward to a
wonderful school year!

I am proud to author the
first issue of the school year
as your principal. I have
spent the summer getting
acclimated to the building
and the community, and to
say ’'m excited to be here is
truly an understatement.
This is a phenomenal build-
ing, rich with great stu-
dents, fantastic teachers,
and a wealth of resources in
the form of parent involve-
ment. Ilook forward to
working with you for this
year and many years to

come.

Some of you might have
noticed that I have added a
new section to the Voor-
heesville Elementary School
website in the form of a
Principal’s Corner. I will
be updating this quite fre-
quently with timely news,
comments, and photos.
Though the Bugler will con-
tinue to come out on the
first Friday of each month,
please check this portion of
the website for up-to-date
information (especially be-
tween issues). You can find
this page at: http://
www.vesdk12.org/EL/
PrincipalsCorner.htm.
When an update is made, I
will send this out via our
School News Notifier Sys-
tem (SNN). If you haven’t

signed up yet, I encourage
you to do so. It’s free, and
allows you to receive im-
portant updates and an-
nouncements instantly.
Please visit http://
snn.neric.org/ vesd/
index.cfm for more infor-
mation.

REMINDERS

School starts at 8:50 and
ends at 3:00 pm. If your child
is late, please bring them to the
Main Office to sign in. If you
are picking your child up prior
to dismissal time, please come
to the Main Office to sign them
out. We will call for your child
to meet you. When you are
dropping your child off in the

morning prior to the start of

school, please let them out be-
fore the bridge. Our staff will
ensure that they cross the bridge
and make it into school safely. If
your child will not be at school
by 8:50 am please alert the at-
tendance office. (765-2382 ext.
514) Once attendance is done
by the teachers indicating your
child is absent, we will begin
calling all numbers to ensure
they are safe. Contacting us

prior will save you our phone
call!

Lunch Information: Our
school lunch is $2.00. Milk can
be purchased separately for
$80.40. Free and reduced meal
applications, as well as more
detailed menu information can be
found on our website at: http://
www.vesdk12 . org/foodservice/
foodservice.htm.

SEPTEMBER 2009

UPCOMING DATES OF
INTEREST

Sept. 11th—Welcome
Back to School Assembly

Sept. 16th—K —1 Open
House at 6:30 pm.

Sept. 17th—2-3 Open
House 6:30 pm.

Sept. 23rd—4-5 Open
House 6:30 pm.

Sept. 24th School Build-
ing Management Team

6:00 pm.

Sept. 25th—Bike Ride
for Missing & Exploited
Children Caravan Arri-
val (8:50 am).
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Lunch/Recess:

Students have 22 minutes to eat
lunch and 18 minutes to play.
Students are outside for recess on
most days, so please help your

child plan and dress accordingly!
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Dr. McCormick welcomes a
student on their first day back.

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

Please use the following directory for your convenience:

Voorheesville Elementary School

765-2382

Thomas B. Reardon, Principal

School Nurse:

Colleen Bracket

Kid’s Club Program (afterschool)

Cindy Abelseth, Director

765-2382 Ext. 506

765-2043

Transportation Department:

Mike Goyer
Priscilla Clark

765-2382 Ext. 508
765-2382 Ext. 521

All set and excited to
be back!

IT°S A NEW YEAR

We have some new faces in

the building!

Rebecca Zionts replaces
Kelli Kniss, who will be
greatly missed . Rebecca
comes to us with over seven
years in elementary educa-
tion, most recently serving as
a second grade long-term
substitute at Pine Bush Ele-
mentary School (Guilderland
CSD). Rebecca previously

WITH NEW FACES!

taught third grade and half-
day Kindergarten at Pine
Bush, before taking some
time off to raise her family.

Jessica Moehle was hired

to work in Donna Fitzgerald's
classroom and to push in to
the Kindergarten classrooms.
With a degree in physical
education and in the process
of pursuing a graduate de-
gree, Jessica comes to us with

years of experience as a teach-
ing assistant at Clover Patch,
and will make a wonderful
addition to our special educa-
tion programming.

Katie O'Donnell will serve
as our new librarian. Katie
comes to us with experience
as both an elementary and
high school librarian; most
recently coming to us from

Guilderland High School.

NEW FACES CONTINUED

Katie is thrilled to return to

the elementary school, and

Ms. Zionts, Ms. O’Donnell, Miss Burch and Ms. Moehle

has spent a great deal of time
this summer sprucing up our

Library Media Center.

Sheila Guiry and Paige
Woodruff will also be join-
ing our cafeteria/recess
staff. Sheila has been a bus
driver for four years, and
Paige has been a long-time

community member and has
raised her 3 children in Voor-
heesville.

Ms. Burch has joined us this
year as a Tech Aide both here
and at the high school. You

can find her in the computer

lab.

As you pass them in the hall,
please take the time to say
hello and introduce yourself!




“September!” cries Daisy.
“Come one and all
for a harvest picnic to welcome fall.
What could be better,
as summer ends,
than feasting and dancing
with all our friends?
“Everything’s ready,
ripe and sweet.
There’s nothing to say,
except, “Let’s eat!”
And thank you, each,
for all you’ve done.”

excerpted from Daisy's Garden by Mordicai Gerstein
(New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 1995)

Author Mordicai Gerstein surely had the Blackbird Paradise Community Garden in mind as he penned
these lines of “Daisy’s Garden.” Everything is indeed ripe and sweet in the garden: squash, cucumbers,
herbs, cabbage, lettuce, beans, peas, and even tomatoes — despite the blight that destroyed so many of the
tomato plants in the area. And, as we gather again with our friends and teachers to hit the books, the
Garden Committee is busy planning a Harvest Festival for plenty of feasting and dancing, A heartfelt
thank you goes to each and every one of you who has helped make the Blackbird Paradise such a success.

A steady supply of adult and child volunteers have tended the garden seven days a week for the entire
summer, They kept the garden watered, harvested, free of weeds, and — with the help of 1,500 ladybugs
and 1,000 green lacewings — free of insect pests. In addition to the great pride of maintaining Blackbird
Paradise, these volunteers found their time at the garden to be a wonderful way to socialize with other
community members. The volunteers were also invited to tour the Tawasentha Community Gardens.
Volunteers are needed to help through October, so there is still plenty of time to get hands-on in the
garden!

Speaking of community interaction, the reach of Blackbird Paradise extended to an international level,
Visitors from near (Voorheesville, Bethlehem, Guilderland, and Albany) and far (Michigan, Texas,
California, and even Greece) wandered through our garden, all expressing their delight and amazement.
The Garden Committee is working on a guest sign-in book to capture future visitors’ comments and to
serve as a reminder that the world is not such a big place after all. One small garden in Voorheesville can
impact someone from across “the big pond!”

Locally, the impact of our community garden has been significant. The New Scotland Community Food
Pantry was the recipient of much produce over the course of the summer, and now that school is back in
session, Chef Tim Mulligan will be using fresh salad greens and other garden items in the cafeteria. Mrs.
Fitzgerald’s summer program planted a pizza garden culminating in a pizza party on August 11. Catnip
and lavender has been harvested, is now drying, and will be available to our students for assembling crafts
during the winter. The Elementary School library is planning to devote a corner to the Garden Project
where complete lesson plans utilizing the garden will be available as well books on gardening and
cooking. To top it all off, we welcomed our new principal, Mr. Reardon, with a basketful full of fresh
vegetables!



Parent Nights are Here!

This is your opportunity to get procedural and curricular information. Ask lots of questions,
but remember it isn’t the time for conferencing about your child. Certainly feel free to ask for a
conference if you need one, and a convenient time will be worked out between you and the
teacher. Starting times of presentations are staggered to avoid conflicts. Remember that
parking is across the creek and will be very tight. St. Matthew’s provides overflow parking. For
those of you that have multiple children in varying grades, you only need to attend 1 general
meeting as they will be the same for all grade levels. The agendas are as follows:

Wednesday, September 16ttt for Grade Kand 1

6:30-6:50 General meeting for all K parents in the large gym
7.00-7:40 Kindergarten presentations in the small gym

7:05-7:25 General meeting for all first grade parents in the large gym
7:35-8:15 First grade presentations in individual classrooms

Also available:
Ms. Okoniewski, Ms. Lee, Ms. Herzog & Ms. Fitzgerald in Room 120
Dr. McCormick in Room 201 Ms. Hundemann (Speech) in Room 219
Coach McCormick in the Gym Mrs. Hotopp in Room 219

Thursday, September 17th for Grade 2 and 3

6:30-6:50 General meeting for all Grade 2 parents in the large gym
7:00-7:40 Grade 2 presentations in individual classrooms
7:05-7:25 General meeting for all Grade 3 parents in the large gym
7:35-8:15 Grade 3 presentations in individual classrooms

Ms. Farrell and Ms. Milano in the Computer Room
Ms. Luyckx (P.E.} in the Gym

Ms. Viteli . Art Room Ms. Wells Art Room
Ms. Hammes (Reading) Room 314 Ms. Hemming in Room 217
Ms, VanWie {Speech) in Room 217 Ms. Conroy in the Library

Wednesday, September 23 for Grade 4 and 5

6:30-6:50 General meeting for all Grade 4 parents in the large gym
7:00-7:40 Grade 4 presentations in individual classrooms
7:05-7:25 General meeting for all Grade S parents in the large gym
7:35-8:15 Grade 5 presentations in individual classrooms

Ms. O’Donnell (Librarian)in the Library Ms. Taggart in Room 309



	Welcome back to a new year!

	reminders

	 Volume 6, issue 1                             September 2009

	Mr. Thomas B. Reardon, Principal

	The Blackbird Bugler

	Upcoming dates of interest

	Important contact information

	New faces continued

	It’s a new year with New faces!

	Page #

	The Blackbird Bugler



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



